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Student groups watch engagement




pus have struggled to keep stu-
dent involvement up during 
the pandemic, with some im-
plementing new strategies to 
draw in first-years and others 
attempting just to retain the 
members they already had.
Current Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) Sen-
ator Patrick Finlay comment-
ed on the lack of  involvement 
in SGA, made publicly clear 
through the irregularly low 
number of  senatorial candi-
dates for the 2021 term.
“We went home in March... 
with Xavier’s decisions with 
COVID, all that stuff  with 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, there was a lot of  stuff  
student government would 
have a voice in that was kind 
of  lost,” Finlay said. “It was 
really hard to have things ma-
terialized, because of  the cir-
cumstances... I think a lot of  
people were discouraged by 
that.”
The high level of  involve-
ment of  sitting SGA senators, 
Finlay noted, may correlate to 
a quicker burnout period.
“It’s a lot of  highly-in-
volved students, and a lot of  
people decided there was a 
better use of  their time,” Fin-
lay stated, noting that he too 
opted not to return to a senate 
seat in the next term.
“We had a lot of  freshman 
(Philosophy, Politics and the 
Public major) senators, and 
early on, a lot of  people sign 
up for a lot of  things and get 
really excited,” Finlay con-
tinued. “But you don’t have 
enough time and energy,” 
Even clubs that do not have 
to adjust much for social dis-
tancing have struggled to in-
crease student involvement. 
Vice President of  the Run-
ning Club Diego Pulido not-
ed that the pandemic has ex-
acerbated the hardships of  
first-year recruitment, adding 
that the novelty and confusion 
surrounding Club Day likely 
lowered first-year awareness 
of  the club.
“I would say realistically 
the ones who were in last year 
(stayed active). But in terms 
of  new members, it’s been dis-
appointing to see the numbers 
go down,” Pulido said, noting 
that retention of  upperclass-
men has remained strong even 
though first-year recruitment 
is down.
“Other than the pandemic 
going away, I think the best 
course of  action would be 
utilizing technology,” Pulido 
responded when asked how 
clubs could combat low stu-
dent involvement. “Using so-
cial media platforms would be 
the best way to attract new 
members.”
Student Activities Council 
(SAC), which host the most 
events on campus, has also 
seen a drop in attendance. 
“It depends on the event,” 
said SAC member Mike 
Marchese. “Outdoor events 
are better attended since there 
is more room to distance, but 
indoor events can be a mixed 
bag with low attendance.”  
Marchese also noted that 
the restrictions on tabling 
have forced SAC to rely more 
on paper promo.
Despite the roadblocks, 
SAC reported 1,330 unique 
contacts this semester.  
With international flight 
untenable throughout the past 
several months, the Center for 
International Education (CIE) 
is leaning into its roots. 
Junior international stu-
dent Mahnoor Zahra noted 
advisers within the center 
have helped her and many oth-
er students to wade through 
confusing legislation regard-
ing travel.
She added that with trav-
el impossible due to both the 
pandemic and ICE restric-
tions, the CIE remained open 
throughout the winter break 
to provide international stu-
dents with a place for social 
interaction.
Though the core group 
of  international students 
with close connections to the 
CIE has been well-retained 
through the fall months, the 
CIE’s office in Gallagher Stu-
dent Center has lacked the 
vibrant energy that students 
claim it has had in past years.
“CIE used to be crowded. 
Students would come in, sit, 
Student leaders from Student Activities Council, Student Government Association, various clubs and the Center for International Education have 
eat and do their homework 
but it’s been quiet this year. 
And it’s kind of  sad to see 
that, because those are the 
friendships that I made here,” 
Zahra said. “(Now,) the sense 
of  belonging is not there.”
There has been a similar 
lack of  casual activity not-
ed by the staff  of  Center for 
Diversity and Inclusion and 
Center for Faith and Justice.
Events have played no 
small part in the CIE’s suc-
cessful student involvement, 
according to Zahra.
“(At) in-person events, the 
turnout is much better and 
students enjoy it much more. 
But (for) the online events, it’s 
hard to get students. People 
are tired of  seeing each oth-
er on Zoom all day and then 
seeing each other on Zoom at 
events,” Zahra added.
A long-awaited new name for Fenwick Hall has been sent to Fr. Graham
Justice Hall recommended by SGI
In a statement released last 
wednesday, The Stain Glass 
Initiative (SGI) recommended 
that Fenwick Hall be renamed 
Justice Hall.
Baptist Chaplain and mem-
ber of  the SGI Reverend 
Nelson Pierce stated that 
SGI wanted the conversa-
tions coming out of  the name 
change to be centered around 
the Jesuit ideal of  justice.   
“We thought of  the param-
eters we were given for peo-
ple, and there was no perfect 
fit despite a lot of  good sug-
gestions,” Rev. Pierce said.
After they ruled out nam-
ing the building after a per-
son, they began to look at 
names based on ideas. Mem-
bers of  the SGI committee 
mulled over Magis Hall as 
well as Solidarity Hall until 
the name Justice Hall was rec-
ommended.  
“Someone floated Justice 
Hall, and it seemed to fit with 
the conversations we were 
having,” Peirce continued. 
“We say the fit in both the 
ongoing work to repair and 
the need to acknowledge the 
wrong that has been going 
on.”  
Pierce went on to discuss 
the possibility of  naming each 
of  the four Fenwick towers af-
ter people who have come out 
of  Xavier or those who have 
intersected with the universi-
ty in some way. 
“We wanted to help future 
generations of  students, staff  
and faculty to come back to 
the question of  what Xavier 
is, what we are honoring and 
who we are lifting up,” Pierce 
stated. 
According to Rev. Pierce, 
things are still up in the air 
in terms of  the timeline in 
which a name change will be 
finalized. He went on to say, 
“It’s my understanding that 
there is a hope to have things 
finalized by the end of  the se-
mester.” 
The decision to rename 
Fenwick was made after Fa-
ther Michael Graham assem-
bled a team and worked with 
theology professor Dr. Walk-
er Gollar who found out Fen-
wick’s connection to slavery 
during 2016.
Students seem to be a bit 
hesitant on accepting the new 
name, however 
Maggie Ryan, a junior Phi-
losophy, Politics and the Pub-
lic and International studies 
double major, said, “I definite-
ly think that a name change is 
necessary given the connec-
tions between Bishop Edward 
Fenwick and slavery, but I 
The Stained Glass Initiative has proposed the idea of renaming Fenwick 
Hall, whose name-sake was found to owned slaves, to “Justice Hall.”  
don’t think that Justice Hall is 
the best name.”  
Two alternative names 
Ryan suggested were “Father 
Bischoff  Hall” named after 
Xavier’s iconic Father Al Bi-
schoff, S.J., better known as 
“Fr. B”, and “Father Graham 
Hall”, named after the retir-
ing president who has had a 
significant impact on campus 
over the last 20 years.
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Provost Dr. Melissa Baumann and professors 
Dr. Carla Gerberry and Rachel Chrastil, spoke 
with SGA regarding students’ concerns of  
class format and Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory 
class options for the fall, spring and summer 
semesters. They also noted that they didn’t 
have time to modify the S/U options for this 
fall semester.      
  
Eight Senate vacancies for the 2021 term were 
filled.       
    
A frisbee golf  course may be funded by SGA. 
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Biden’s foreign policy announcements thus far have heavily focused on his commitment to climate change. 
The president-elect said many times while on the campaign trail that he intends to rejoin the Paris Agreement.
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Biden announces new policy plans
President-elect aims to strengthen relationships with European countries
Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org
The kakapo was elected “Bird of the Year” this year in New Zealand after many claims of voting fraud.
 
President-elect Joe Biden 
is planning for foreign poli-
cy that focuses on mitigating 
climate change and restoring 
America’s alliances with Eu-
ropean nations. He faces con-
flicting policy demands and 
challenges from Congress, 
American voters and the wid-
er world. 
At the center of  Biden’s cli-
mate change policy is a prom-
ise to bring the United States 
back into the Paris Agree-
ment, a 2016 United Nations 
climate change agreement. 
The Paris Agreement com-
mits signatories to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Biden aims to pursue a target 
of  net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050.   
Though he can rejoin the 
Paris Agreement without con-
gressional approval, Biden 
may find that he cannot pass 
the climate initiatives required 
to reach his net-zero target 
without the support of  con-
gressional Republicans.  
According to CNBC, Biden 
will need to use executive 
orders to push his climate 
agenda through the Senate 
if  Democrats lose the Senate 
runoff  elections in Georgia. 
These runoffs, scheduled for 
Jan. 5, will determine which 
party controls the Senate.  
Biden’s announced com-
mitment to combating climate 
change has so far endeared 
him to several world leaders.  
British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson invited Biden 
to the United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference, 
which Johnson is hosting in 
Glasgow next November.  
French President Em-
manuel Macron also greet-
ed Biden’s election with op-
timism, especially praising 
Biden’s commitment to cli-
mate change.  
“‘Make our planet great 
again’ is a possibility, not just 
in words but also in deed,” 
Macron said. 
Other world leaders, how-
ever, are critical of  Biden’s 
climate change plans.  
Last Tuesday, Brazil-
ian President Jair Bolsonaro 
brought up past comments 
from Biden, in which Biden 
linked Brazil’s wildfires to 
climate change and threat-
ened financial repercussions 
against Brazil.  
Bolsonaro also refused to 
recognize Biden’s victory in 
the 2020 election, still refer-
ring to him as a candidate. 
“I recently heard a presi-
dential candidate from a coun-
try say that if  I don’t put out 
the fire in the Amazon he is 
going to raise trade barriers 
against Brazil…  When there 
is no more saliva, then there 
must be gunpowder,” Bolson-
aro said.  
Several of  Trump’s for-
eign allies have also refused 
to recognize Biden’s victory, 
including Russian President 
Valdimir Putin. 
After some delay, Chinese 
President Xi Xinping recog-
nized Biden on Friday.  
In addition to climate 
change, Biden has repeatedly 
emphasized his commitment 
to America’s alliances.  
His campaign’s eponymous 
“Biden Plan” for foreign policy 
criticizes the previous admin-
istration for “undermining” 
America’s relationships.  
“Trump’s erratic policies 
and failure to uphold basic 
democratic principles have 
surrendered our position in 
the world (and) undermined 
our democratic alliances,” the 
Biden Plan says.  
Surveys indicate that Amer-
ican voters are supportive of  
alliances but do not want oth-
er countries to become reliant 
on American leadership. 
According to the Chica-
go Council on Global Affairs 
2019 survey, 74% of  Amer-
icans support the country’s 
military alliances.  
The same survey found 
that 66% of  Americans favor 
shared leadership in foreign 
affairs rather than unilateral 
American leadership. 
A key aspect of  Trump’s 
foreign policy was applying 
pressure to America’s allies to 
increase their commitments 
to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) rather 
than relying upon American 
defense.  
It is unclear to what extent 
Biden will continue Trump’s 
policy of  pressuring NATO 
members to pay more for their 
collective defense.
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel promised that Europe 
would continue to expand its 
own defense in a statement on 
Monday. 
“Europeans understand 
that we must take on more 
responsibilities in this part-
nership in the 21st century. 
America remains our most 
important ally, but it right-
fully expects more effort from 
us to guarantee our own secu-
rity and to defend our values 
around the world,” Merkel 
said.  
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Ever since that fateful day 
in March when the world 
was put under lockdown, the 
world has felt unease. Nobody 
knows what tomorrow will 
bring; it is a mystery what 
will happen next year, next 
month or even an hour later. 
Even now we are experi-
encing a second major lock-
down. My guess is that by the 
end of  the month we will be 
back in a strict lockdown like 
we were this past spring. This 
is our new normal.
Thankfully, Xavier has 
done a decent job controlling 
the number of  COVID-19 
cases on campus. Diligent 
mask wearing, social dis-
tancing and an abundance of  
cleaning stations across cam-
pus have helped keep our case 
numbers low. Xavier is also 
one of  the few universities in 
the country that has been able 
to safely maintain the option 
of  in-person classes. 
After all, Xavier’s under-
graduate population of  about 
5,000 students allows us to 
have these in-person oppor-
White House officials un-
der Donald Trump’s presi-
dency think combating obe-
sity isn’t a national priority. 
I think that’s funny because 
the United States is ranked 
as the 12th most obese coun-
try at a rate of  36.2%. 
Leading causes of  death 
for Americans include diabe-
tes, cancer and heart disease. 
What’s killing thousands 
of  Americans annually are 
causes of  death that obesity 
contributes to. 
I don’t have any faith in 
a government that fails to 
take action against the killer 
obesity epidemic plaguing 
the United States. It’s a dis-
ease, and it’s influenced by 
preventable elements of  our 
society such as fitting crite-
ria for body image or mass 
acceptance of  an unhealthy 
lifestyle.
I never understood weight 
until I was in middle school. 
All I knew was people called 
me fat, and I felt big. Then, 
I went to the doctor who di-
agnosed me as a pre-diabet-
ic. I was on the path to early 
death as an eighth grader 
weighing 211 pounds. 
Childhood obesity is be-
coming more common. In 
a Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC study from 2015-
2016, a recorded 18.5% of  
2-to-19-year-olds were con-
sidered obese. Like me, that 
18.5% were digging an early 
grave and most likely un-
knowingly. 
Nutrition is hardly ever 
taught in school. Our coun-
try is majorly sedentary. 
Only 24% of  adults met 
physical activity guidelines 
in 2018. 
Meanwhile, the media 
portrays eating out as a time 
for wholesome, family bond-
ing, despite the fact that one 
meal is taking up half  of  
the 2,300 milligrams of  so-
dium we should have a day. 
For many families, there isn’t 
even a wholesome element 
to eating out because they 
are stuck in poverty. 
Adding $1.50 a day to the 
food budget is all it takes to 
eat healthily. Poverty-rid-
den families working with a 
tight budget won’t see val-
ue in $1.50 compared to fast 
food’s ease and cheapness. 
That means contributing to 
an industry that makes an 
estimated revenue of  $200 
billion in America. 
The impoverished typi-
cally remain stagnant on the 
two lowest tiers of  Maslow’s 
Hierarchy of  Needs: survival 
and security. Without either, 
there’s nothing to motivate 
a family to eat healthy be-
cause long term health is the 
least of  their issues. Having 
enough food and temporary 
well-being are much more 
imperative. 
Lack of  education of  
what we consume is disap-
pointing, and even more so is 
our government’s careless-
ness for the people. Poverty 
clearly can lead to health is-
sues when healthier food is 
given a higher price than the 
junk often seen on the plates 
of  Americans. No state has 
an obesity percentage lower 
than 20. 
Another problem is the 
addiction to food that runs 
through the obese popula-
tion. Much like our failure 
to reha-
bilitate 
c r i m -
i n a l s 
c a u g h t 
with or 
hooked 
on drugs, we fail the peo-
ple struggling with weight. 
Food becomes, in itself, a dis-
gusting drug that turns you 
into an insecure zombie. 
As a whole, we should 
promote therapy in conjunc-
tion with weight-loss for 
long-term benefit. Instead, 
we get laxatives under a fa-
cade of  diet fads promoted 
on TV and Instagram. 
A recurring theme of  our 
government is the priority 
not for the health of  Ameri-
cans, but the amount of  mon-
ey made. When COVID-19 
cases were as close as Cana-
da, the U.S. remained neutral 
toward the imminent threat 
eventually causing 250,003 
deaths in the country alone. 
Why should we expect 
obesity to become a concern 
any time soon if  the govern-
ment consistently fails to act 
in the best interest of  the 
well-be-
ing of  
the peo-
ple? Like 
c l i m at e 
change , 
u n t i l 
things reach the point ofno 
return, nothing will be done 
to incite significant change. 
tunities, unlike larger schools 
such as the neighboring Uni-
versity of  Cincinnati with 
about 28,000 students.
Xavier’s smaller size has 
given me the opportunity to 
make friends in person during 
the pandemic, which would’ve 
been harder in an all-remote 
environment at a bigger uni-
versity.




s a r y 
and en-
c o u r -
a g e d 
but falls short in one way. 
The university did not re-
quire students to get tested 
for COVID-19 before arriving 
at campus at the beginning 
of  the semester. All students 
should be required to test 
negative for COVID-19 before 
returning to campus for the 
spring semester. 
Students at Xavier come 
from all over the country, and 
many, including myself, live 
out of  state. 
Students may also travel to 
campus by plane, despite air-
ports serving as a COVID-19 
breeding ground. 
It is vital for all students to 
test negative before returning 
to campus this spring in order 
to reduce the number of  cases 
on campus as much as possi-
ble.
Winter brings the cold and 
flu sea-




c a u s e 
confu-
sion about whether symptoms 
are due to COVID-19 or sea-
sonal sickness. 
Advised self-quarantine is 
not enough. Sending thou-
sands of  students back to 
campus without physical evi-
dence that they are COVID-19 
free is too much of  a risk for 
Xavier to take. 
Xavier  should require all 
students to either get tested 
before arrival or get tested 
upon arrival with mandatory 
quarantine until the results 
are available.
Universal testing is feasi-
ble, supported by other uni-
versities such as the Univer-
sity of  Alabama who had all 
students tested when they ar-
rived at move in day. 
In addition to not requiring 
a negative test result upon ar-
rival to campus, getting tested 
once on campus proves to be 
difficult as well. 
Tests are distributed 
scarcely, and when calling the 
Xavier Virus Testing Hotline, 
a specific reason must be giv-
en to receive a test. Students 
should be able to test at least 
once a week, even if  just as a 
precaution.
Lack of  funding is not the 
issue, but rather the distri-
bution of  funds. Expensive 
events including Bingo with 
$2,000 worth of  prizes are 
frequently held. Although 
these events are fun, the safe-
ty of  our students should take 
precedence.
I presume that there will 
be a major spike in cases over 
this winter season due to the 
fact that it is both the flu and 
cold season. Lots of  gather-
ings will happen indoors. The 
virus spreads like wildfire.
When we come back in 
2021, the cases will also sky-
rocket back on campus. We 
have to continue as a whole 
country to practice responsi-
ble social distancing, continue 
to wear our masks and stay 
clean and safe in order to get 
this country back together.
Xavier should start out by 
testing all students when we 
return to campus to try and 
decrease the risk of  a large 
outbreak among our campus.
Newswire
Xavier must test all students
Morgan Miles is a 
Newswire 
Address the obesity epidemic or people will die
A recurring theme of  our 
government is the priority not 
for the health of  Americans but 
the amount of  money made.
The university  should require all 
students to either get tested before 
arrival or get tested upon arrival 
with mandatory quarantine until 
results are received.
Adding $1.50 a day to the food bud-
get is all it takes to eat healthily. Pover-
ty-ridden families working with a tight 
budget won’t see value in $1.50 compared 
to fast food’s ease and cheapness.
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Respect all victims
The case of  Amber Heard 
and Johnny Depp raised a lot 
of  questions about the way 
we treat victims of  abuse.
It has become clear that, 
whether one is the abuser and 
one is the victim, or whether 
they are both victim and abus-
er in one, the global culture 
of  blame affects both.
As the libel case in the 
U.K. ended and Johnny Depp 
was released from his role 
as Grindelwald in Fantastic 
Beasts, comments sections and 
articles were lit ablaze with 
people calling Heard a liar 
and Depp a victim. 
It brought  how we treat 
male victims of  abuse to the 
public’s attention. They are 
often met with disbelief, with 
ridicule and rarely with jus-
tice. 
However, the problem was 
that many of  the men getting 
angry about the treatment of  
Depp aren’t angry about the 
treatment of  male victims, 
but they are angry about the 
acknowledgement of  female 
victims.
The scariest thing about 
these misogynists touting 
their slogans of  “Men get 
raped, too!” and “Women are 
abusers, too!” is that they do 
not care. They do not care 
about male victims. They do 
not care that women can be 
abusers. They care about de-
nouncing and disproving fe-
male victims. 
After the successes of  the 
#MeToo movement, misogy-
nists across the world found 
themselves suddenly account-
able for their own actions. 
They complained that they 
couldn’t even hug, talk to or 
look at a woman, lest they 
suddenly be accused of  sex-
ual assault. They cried about 
false accusations, liars and 
gold-diggers, but they did not 
once bring up male victims, 
which the #MeToo movement 
also worked to give a voice.
When actor Anthony Rapp 
went public about the sex-
ual abuse he suffered at the 
hands of  Kevin Spacey, he was 
blamed for ruining House of  
Cards, Spacey’s popular Net-
flix original series. These men 
were not supporting Rapp, 
they were ridiculing him. 
The only time male victims 
matter to the misogynists pa-
rading around decrying and 
insulting the #MeToo move-
ment is when they fit their 
own argument. They sud-
denly tack on “too” to the end 
of  all sentences mentioning 
female victims or female per-
petrators.
“Men get raped, too,” they 
say. “Women abuse, too,” they 
cry, not realising that the fem-
inists who carried the #Me-
Too movement into the mod-
ern fold never said they didn’t.
Rather, these are just at-
tempts to bring the attention 
away from women and onto 
men. The sentence should 
instead be, “Men get raped.” 
They should instead say, 
“Men get abused.” But they 
don’t care that men get raped. 
They don’t care that men get 
abused. They care that women 
get raped and abused and are 
finally speaking up about it. 
It is just an attempt to derail 
conversation and progress.
The truth is that on aver-
age, more than one in three 
women and more than one in 
four men will be raped, abused 
or stalked by an intimate part-
ner according to the Centers 
for Disease Control. One in 
four women and one in seven 
men 18-years and older will 
find themselves the victims 
of  severe partner violence in 
their lifetimes. The truth is 
that these numbers only come 
from the people who report, 
and the vast majority don’t.
There is only one message 
these men are trying to send 
when they flood comments 
sections, when they send 
death threats, when they leak 
nudes, when they criticize a 
victim’s sexual history and lay 
it all out in 280 characters on 
Twitter.
T h e 
m e s -
sage is 
c l e a r : 
y o u 
c o m e 
a f t e r 
us, and 
we’ll come after you. 
Johnny Depp is a victim. So 
too, I believe, is Amber Heard. 
We might never know what 
happened behind closed doors, 
what words were exchanged 
or blows thrown. We do know 
that this case has revealed 
what we as a society have 
failed to learn: that anyone 
can be a victim, and they de-
serve to be treated with com-
passion and understanding. 
Victims of  any kind of  
abuse, whether it be sexual, 
physical, emotional or all of  
the above, deserve to have a 
space to talk about their own 
experiences without someone 
crawling out of  the shadows 
to deflect, derail, but-what-
about, twist or bend the con-
versation. And they deserve 
a space without said people 
conflating their own version 
of  reality around the fact that 
everyday, thousands of  people 
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are being abused, and not by 
strangers, but by the people 
they know and love.
There will be more vic-
tims, male and female. There 
will be more abusers and ac-
cusers and those who defend 
both. There will be people 
who don’t care about either 
and only care about their own 
privileged and protected lives, 
safe from the accusations of  
the women or men they have 
abused and assaulted.
But there will also be those 
who work tirelessly to ac-
knowledge and assist victims 
of  all kinds, all genders, all 
sexualities and all races. The 
hope is that they never stop, 
and that the culture of  blame 
that circulates every discus-
sion of  abuse can someday 
come to an end. The hope is 
that the world will embrace 
and acknowledge victims, 
rather than debate whether 
they deserve to be called vic-
tims at all.
The oppressor lacks 
not only empathy, but also 
shame and dignity. He tends 
to mythisize his non-exis-
tent benevolence so as to 
save his cowardly hide from 
the inevitable, violent wrath 
of  the common folk. 
Take, for example, the 
“benevolent” slaveholder 
an idea propagated by reac-
tionaries to dilute the evils 
of  slavery or the narrative 
surrounding the “generous” 
capitalist, portrayal of  the 
gluttonous one whose only 
“vocation” is to amass and 
obsess over his wealth. And 
their favorite: the lie of  the 
heroic warmonger, who be-
comes viewed as a victor 
that encapsulates the egali-
tarian doctrines of  freedom, 
democracy and all of  that 
liberal jargon.
These justifications are 
oxymoronic because the 
oppressor’s specific func-
tions — be it slaveholding, 
the heedless acquisition of  
capital or warmongering — 
contradict the values they 
pretend to hold. It is the at-
tacker of  an innocent person 
calling himself  the benevo-
lent one. But in our world, 
the one being attacked is 
falling for the lies of  the at-
tacker. 
Us Americans have always 
been fooled by propagan-
da and rhetoric that seeks 
to maintain the oppressor’s 
position over us. Ranging 
from anti-union nonsense 
from the likes of  Stephen 
Crowder, or the defense of  
coal magnates from Ben Sha-
piro, to the denial of  water, 
a human right by Nestle in 
the name of  the free mar-
ket, these mouthpieces of  
the elites are not on our side. 
They also lie to the masses 
by preaching a masquerade 
of  “solidarity” between the 
oppressor and the oppressed. 
In reality, there is no sol-
idarity between these con-
tending classes, only con-
flict. We are forced to either 
be satisfied or die in this per-
petual hell of  fulfilling the 
desires of  the few above us. 
Trapped, working tirelessly 
without any true fulfillment 
in the commodities and ser-
vices we put forth, having no 
option but to sell our labor 
to those that don’t deserve it. 
Because of  this leeching 
of  our work, many of  us are 
unable to sustain ourselves. 
In fact, we are forced to sim-
ply make do with whatever 
scraps we are given by the 
owners of  production. And 
if  we do not choose to com-
ply with this system, or if  
we lack the requirements of  
modern-day “employment,” 
we are coerced to either 
starve to death or resort to 
petty theft and distributing 
contraband. 
Yet, some still fall for their 
tricks and narratives and 
won’t accept the fact that 
they are victims of  a system 
that is eating them alive.
It goes against our class 
interests to willingly sub-
mit to the oppressor’s whims 
and tales, to simply sit there 
gladly existing as a means to 
their ends. 
So how can we show the 
suppressor of  freedom that 
society has surpassed the 
need for their restrictions? 
How can we fully elaborate 
on the idea that we are de-
serving of  dignity and the 
full rights of  the Earth’s re-
sources? 
Not by educating them, 
since their arrogance pre-
vents them from learning. 
Not by reconciling with 
them, since they are incapa-
ble of  listening to the pleas 
of  the oppressed. And defi-
nitely not with the use of  
electoral politics, because 
that practically maintains 
the system they use to op-
press us. 
And we certainly can’t 
simply forgive them. There 
is no sense in that, as the sit-
uation we intend to alleviate 
ourselves of  would remain 
constant. 
The only way to make 
them halt their tyranny is to 
show them what tyranny is 
by returning all of  the tyr-
anny that they have given us. 
If  this can’t be the way, then 
how else would they finally 
stop reaping from us?
There will be some who 
read my work with reluc-
tance or disgust as they take 
heed to the violent overtones 
of  my diction. To them spe-
cifically, I recommend that 
you also take heed to this 
concrete sociological and 
historical truth that reaction 
to oppression will always be 
violent. I say, from an objec-
tive and an amoral perspec-
tive, that violence as a tool 
to oppose oppression is not 
a social anomaly but rather 
a natural phenomenon. It is 
not a matter of  right and 
wrong but a matter of  cause 
and effect, action and reac-
tion. 
If  one person were to 
attack another, it would be 
natural for that person to 
react violently, and no blame 
should be placed upon them. 
If  this is true, then the same 
must be said for the op-
pressed and the oppressor 
When we say, “When our 
turn comes, we shall make 
no excuse for the terror,” 
what we mean is that we are 
replicating the inflictions we 
have suffered and rightfully 
so. 
For example, if  one in-
flicts pain onto you and 
your loved one for an ex-
tended period of  time, you 
wouldn’t dare apologize for 
your retaliation. But along 
with being unapologetic, the 
phrase also implies swiftness 
in getting the job done and 
readiness to seek justice: a 
release of  frustration that 
has been surging and barely 
contained for centuries. 
It implies that lifetimes, 
    On the lies of the oppressor
Victims of  any kind of  abuse... de-
serve to have a space to talk about 
their own experiences without someone 
conversation.
pharaohs, businessmen and 
wealthy priests preaching to 
us to be patient with our cir-
cumstances will soon come 
to bite them. It implies that 
if  the tyrants, imperialists 
and magnates justify their 
violence against us, then we 
should have the same right. 
But we await the day we 
rid ourselves of  the oppres-
sors once and for all, and by 
all means. It is only then we 
can perfect the living condi-
tions of  the people. It is only 
then can we be free from the 
tyranny, homelessness, pov-
erty and starvation that they 
impose on us. Where we tru-
ly are allowed to work to our 
fullest capabilities for the 
common good of  our fellows 
and neighbors. Where no 
man who calls himself  divine 
could ever hurt us. Where 
we never hear and recite the 
tales of  their non-existent 
benevolence, but we hear and 
recite tales of  good days and 
glad tidings with our loved 
ones. 
For they are not our mas-
ters, nor our gods nor should 
we ever let them be.
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12 in the fourth round just 
about ended him. 
Woods, on a par 3, shot 
a 10, after sinking a couple 
shots in the water. This was 
a career worst for him at the 
Masters, and it brought him 
down to +3. 
Woods finished strong, 
however, and finished the 
tournament at -1. 
Let’s talk about a couple 
close runner ups as well. Jus-
tin Thomas, who shot a -12 on 
the tournament, shot a phe-
nomenal 66 in the first round 
as he made his way to the top 
of  the leaderboard. However, 
a 71 and 70 on Saturday and 
Sunday couldn’t get it done 
against Dustin Johnson’s 
masterful performance, and 
he fell to fourth place in the 
tournament. 
I wouldn’t be too up-
set though; he took home 
$552,000 going into the hol-
Dustin Johnson, the world’s No. 1 golfer, took home the green jacket at The Masters this past weekend. 
After being delayed from April, The Masters didn’t hold any fans and faced weather and sunlight issues. 
Photo courtesy of Creative Commons
Dustin Johnson wins 2020 Masters
idays. 
Another close finisher who 
gave it a run at the end was 
Cameron Smith, who shot 
below a 70 on all four days at 
the tournament. However, he 
struggled hitting the greens 
in regulation, only getting 
64.4% of  them on and fell to 
the champ. 
He was only 2 strokes 
down with 6 holes to play, 
but it wasn’t enough. Who 
did Tiger hand off  his green 
jacket to? 
Well, none other than the 
number one player in the 
world, Dustin Johnson. DJ, 
as his peers call him, shot 
-20, which included a 65 on 
Thursday and Saturday. 
He nailed 80% of  the fair-
ways and had a green-in-reg-
ulation of  82%. He also played 
bogey free golf  on the days 
he shot a 65. Remarkable, but 
what could make this better? 
Well, here is where the wa-
terworks come in. Johnson 
had a four stroke lead with 
nine holes to go several years 
ago at The Masters and lost 
it. This time around, he con-
tained himself  and beat Cam-
eron Smith by five strokes 
after a nearly perfect Sunday. 
It may have been silent in 
the crowd at Augusta, but the 
golf  world was roaring back 
at home as DJ took home the 
green jacket.
Nick Saban and the Alabama Crimson Tide have dealt with a wealth of COVID-19 cases this year. The 
Crimson Tide game last saturday against reigning national champion LSU was cancelled due to COVID-19.
COVID-19 continues to 
take a heavy toll on college 
football, causing fans and 
spectators to raise questions 
about the fate of  the rest of  
the season and forcing con-
ference commissioners to 
consider moving the College 
Football Playoff  National 
Championship game. 
As of  Monday, 68 college 
football games have either 
been cancelled or postponed, 
46 of  which were conference 
games.
 Questions are beginning 
to arise, concerning how the 
rest of  the season will un-
fold in the alarmingly short 
amount of  time left between 
now and the scheduled con-
ference final games.   
The SEC has four confer-
ence games to make up be-
tween now and their sched-
uled conference final on Dec. 
19—one of  which is No. 1 
Alabama vs. LSU.  
Ole Miss also has two 
postponed conference games 
to play, one against Texas 
A&M and the other against 
Tennessee. 
These conference games 
could have a major impact on 
who proceeds to the playoffs, 
so cancelling the games is not 
a feasible option.
The Pac-12 is also strug-
gling to play their games as 
scheduled. 
This past week, California 
was scheduled to play Arizo-
na State and UCLA was set 
to face Utah, but both games 
were cancelled after Arizo-
na State’s head coach Herm 
Edwards tested positive for 
COVID-19, and Utah failed to 
meet the threshold of  enough 
players due to positive cases 
and contact tracing. 
Shortly after the cancella-
tion of  these two games, the 
Pac-12 scheduled California 
and UCLA to face each other 
this past Sunday, the Bruins 
beating the Golden Bears 34-
10.   
If  the season stays on its 
current track, it seems unlike-
ly that any playoff  games can 
proceed as they are currently 
scheduled. 
Last week alone, 15 games 
were cancelled or postponed 
due to positive COVID-19 
tests impacting at least one 
of  the teams set to play. 
On Sunday, ESPN senior 
writer Heather Dinich com-
Well, I hope you like golf, 
redemption stories and dead 
silence, because the 2020 
Masters gave all of  this to 
you and more. 
What a strange tourna-
ment it was in Augusta. Let’s 
start with the fact that there 
was a 2.5 hour rain delay on 
Thursday morning, and the 
golfers were only able  to play 
nine holes some days before 
the sun set.
The Masters, usually 
played in April, was pushed 
back to November due to 
COVID-19. The event didn’t 
hold any fans for the first 
time in its history. 
This may have affected one 
of  the strongest players in the 
game, including the favorite 
to win it, Bryson DeCham-
beau. DeChambeau shot a to-
tal of  -2 over the tournament 
and barely made the cut on 
Saturday morning. 
DeChambeau shot a 74 on 
Friday, bringing him to even 
on the round and making it 
almost impossible for him to 
comeback. 
His driver was the issue, as 
he only hit 70% of  the fair-
ways. 
Phenom Tiger Woods had 
a couple solid rounds early 
on, but a historic collapse on 
Johnson takes home the green jacket with a record 20-under par in Augusta
mented on the lack of  games 
being played and how it will 
impact the season saying, 
“The question is not will it 
snowball, but how much it 
will snowball.” 
Despite the continued can-
cellations and postponement 
of  games, conference com-
missions have yet to move 
their conference champion-
ship games. 
Of  the Power Five confer-
ences, the Big 12 conference 
championship is scheduled to 
occur the earliest on Dec. 12. 
The Pac-12 championship 
BY EMMA STEVENS game remains scheduled for 
December 18 with the SEC, 
ACC and Big Ten champion-
ships all happening on the fol-
lowing day. That leaves them 
with about a month to make 
up all the previously sched-
uled games that were post-
poned and continue to play 
the games that are scheduled. 
The Pac-12 conference 
commission Larry Scott has 
begun to consider postponing 
the conference championships 
and thus the College Football 
Playoffs. 
Other major conference 
commissions seem less keen 
on the idea of  postponing but 
recognize that changing may 
eventually be necessary. 
SEC commissioner Greg 
Sankey when asked about 
postponing the playoffs said, 
“We’re all going to have to 
be flexible, so I’m not going 
to hypothesize about change, 
but I’m not inattentive to the 
potential that change may 
need to occur.”
As of  now, the College 
Football Playoff  semifinal 
games are scheduled to be 
played on Jan. 1 at the Rose 
Bowl in Los Angeles and at 
the Superdome in New Orle-
ans, La. 
The championship game is 
set for Jan. 11 at Hard Rock 
Stadium in Miami, Fla. 
COVID-19 continues to impact college football 
BY CURT BERRY
Cancellations throughout SEC and Pac-12 as cases rise across programs
Photo courtesy of Creative Commons
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It’s official: nobody cares 
about Thanksgiving this 
year. So instead, kick your 
Christmas season off  early 
with these must-watch holi-
day movies:
Elf 
Everyone loves Elf. It’s 
truly the “All I Want For 
Christmas Is You” of  movies. 
Full of  delightfully quot-
able one liners, some subtle 
adult humor and the unlike-
ly yet heartwarming duo of  
Zooey Deschanel and Will 
Ferrell, this movie is undeni-
ably a MasterClass in how to 
make the perfect Christmas 
Festive and frosty icks for you
movie. 
Santa Claus Is Comin’
 to Town 
This claymation master-
piece tells the story of  how 
Santa became who he is today. 
Raised by an adorable family 
of  tiny toymakers, Kris Krin-
gle felt loved but never truly 
felt like he fit in.
 On his journey of  self-dis-
covery, Kris Kringle trans-
forms the hearts of  others, 
finds love and becomes the 
man he was meant to be: San-
ta Claus.
 Full of  music, joy and 
Christmas spirit, Santa Claus 
Is Comin’  to Town never disap-
points. 
 
A Year Without a 
Santa Clause
The oft-forgotten younger 
brother of  Santa Claus is Com-
ing to Town, this claymation 
classic is also required view-
ing this holiday season. If  you 
aren’t familiar with the feud 
between the hot-headed Heat 
Meiser and the cool Snow 
Meiser, well then, pal, you are 
missing out. 
A Charlie Brown 
Christmas
Part of  the classic cartoon 
family of  Charlie Brown, A 
Charlie Brown Christmas is one 
of  America’s most beloved 
films. 
All the fan-favorite char-
acters are featured in the 
film: Sally rattling off  her 
Christmas list, Charlie Brown 
searching for a tree, Lucy 
chirping about “ho ho ho and 
mistletoe and presents to pret-
ty girls.” Seeing all this, Linus 
steps up to remind us all what 
the meaning of  Christmas re-
ally is: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on Earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 
Gremlins
Filled with cheesy ‘80s ac-
tion and cute puppets, this 
Christmas horror classic is 
more silly than it is scary. It’s 
the perfect choice for anyone 
looking for a movie with a bit 
of  bite this holiday season. 
It’s A Wonderful Life 
The epitome of  Christmas 
classics, it’s truly the “Silver 
Bells” of  movies. The beauti-
ful story of  George and Mary 
is one for the ages, turning a 
house into a home with a little 
bit of  hard work and a whole 
lot of  love. 
Though George faces ma-
jor struggles in the movie, 
wishing he had never existed, 
he is shown by an angel just 
how wonderful his life really 
is, reminding all of  us to be 
grateful for the love in our 
lives and to find happiness in 
our hearts.    
Home Alone 1 + 2 
These movies are a package 
deal, as Home Alone 2 is essen-
tially Home Alone 1 but with 
Donald Trump. But whatever 
you do, do NOT watch Home 
Alone 3 or beyond (shudders). 
Noelle
This lesser-known Christ-
mas flick was released in 2019 
on Disney+ and features Anna 
Kendrick, who plays Santa 
Claus’s daughter. Kendrick’s 
titular character, Noelle, lives 
out every child’s Christmas 
fantasy: living at the North 
pole during Christmas time. 
Unfortunately, Noelle’s 
Christmas fairytale is cut 
short when her brother 
(played by the always-amazing 
Bill Hader), the next in line to 
become Santa, goes missing 
shortly before Christmas Eve. 
The film follows Noelle on 
her quest to find her brother 
and save Christmas. Full of  
ups and downs, cute reindeer 
and a bit of  Kendrick’s love-
ly singing, Noelle should defi-
nitely go on your Christmas 
watch list.    
 Barbie in A 
Christmas Carol
There is no need for ex-
planation. This Barbie twist 
on a classic Christmas tale is 
the cream of  the crop. Featur-
ing the melodic voice of  Bar-
bie and some fantastic winter 
fashion, nothing could make 
the film better. 
Deck the halls dierently with these Christmas tunes 
BY EMILY CROFT
Christmas is right around 
the corner, and the most un-
derrated part of  the holiday 
season is the untraditional 
music. 
Now, I know what you’re 
thinking. Nobody does it bet-
ter than Mariah Carey, but 
hear me out on this. Every 
year, we listen to the same 
songs sung by the same leg-
ends who have done a beau-
tiful job of  covering them. 
Michael Bublé, Frank Sinatra, 
Elvis Presley and even Nat 
King Cole are just a few of  
these legends. 
They have the famous 
songs that every family listens 
to while they decorate the 
tree. These songs are the ones 
that get sung by Christmas 
carolers — which might hap-
pen six feet from your door 
this year — and we all know 
the lyrics. “Have Yourself  a 
Merry Little Christmas” and 
“Frosty the Snowman” are 
fun, but they are nothing new 
and inviting. 
When the songs are on re-
peat for the hundredth time 
and it’s only Nov. 30, I sug-
gest looking at the untradi-
tional music. Even though it 
is a little different than what 
many would expect, the un-
traditional modern music 
adds a little bit of  spice to the 
holiday vibe. 
The famous “Chandelier” 
artist Sia has blessed us with 
an entire album of  her beau-
tiful voice. The album, titled 
Everyday Is Christmas, con-
tains 13 songs that will all 
blow your mind. One song is 
even written about puppies 
and titled “Puppies are Forev-
er.” Asteria, I think this song 
is for you. 
As the holidays begin, Tik-
Tok has even begun to grab 
hold of  parts of  her song 
“Snowman,” and the videos 
are now trending. I dare say 
that you could listen to this al-
bum when it isn’t the Christ-
mas season because Sia’s voice 
is that good. 
Her songs also talk a lot 
about falling in love and she 
is able to write lyrics that are 
paired with such good mu-
sic that you might even think 
you’re falling in love with the 
random guy next to you on 
the bus as you listen. If  you’re 
the kind of  person who en-
joys this feeling, Sia’s album is 
most definitely for you. 
If  Sia doesn’t quite do it 
for you, look no further than 
queen Ariana Grande. Her 
E.P. Christmas & Chill has six 
cute songs that will put you in 
the holiday spirit. 
Even though it only has a 
total of  13 minutes for the six 
songs, Grande brings some-
thing new and exciting for the 
younger listeners that aren’t 
OK with listening to six hours 
of  traditional music featuring 
pianos and choirs. 
The songs are centered 
around the idea of  winter ro-
mance, just as Sia’s songs are, 
but it wouldn’t be a Christmas 
album if  it wasn’t about love. 
Grande also has covers for 
“Santa Tell Me” and “Last 
Christmas” that truly show-
case her vocals and cheery 
voice. 
While these songs aren’t 
new to the scene, a new cov-
er by a popular artist always 
adds a different take on the 
song and can sometimes bring 
it to life again. 
At the end of  the day, tra-
ditional music can get a bit 
repetitive if  it’s been played 
since November. These new 
and different songs don’t have 
to replace the traditional mu-
sic, but it never hurts to add 
in diversity. It’s always good 
to broaden your horizons, and 
some nontraditional Christ-
mas music — from favorite 
artists Sia and Ariana Grande 
— might just be the answer.
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Aries: Welp, with this new curfew 
in place there’ll be no more hanging 
out with your friends at night. Ex-
cept, of  course, for Burger 513, the 
only friend you’ll ever need. 
The Roast of
Having COVID-19 was the best 
part of the semester because for a 
whole two weeks I didn’t have to 
live with you. 
- Sebastian Aguilar, my roommate
When I think of someone who 
played trumpet for their march-
ing band in high school... you are 
who I picture. 
- Grin Brammer
Say what you want about Aidan 
Callahan or his fashion sense, but 
he’s got the “slightly hungover 
dad going to pick up the morning 
paper at the end of the driveway” 
look on lock.      
- Charlie Gstalder
Pretty sad when the funniest 
part of the back page each week 
is the rst-year writers who are 
funnier than the editor.  
- Kate Ferrell
is season of Newswire has reached its nale, so I thought it 
would be fun to give the sta a chance to goof on the Back Page 
—  it’s only fair with how much I goof on them! As it turns out,  
everyone in Newswire has some major beef with me. Most of these 
roasts are really personal and actually hurt my feelings.
The Back Page
Aidan, you look like the kind of 
guy I’d nd in the back of a gas 
station selling alcohol to high 
schoolers just so someone out 
there will call him cool. 
- Miles Morgan
Aidan Callahan doesn’t have a 
forehead.
He has a 5head.     - Joseph Cotton
is man is one newsboy cap 
away from looking like the public 
schooler who played Pokemon 
with the homeschoolers. 
- Heather Gast
When people on TikTok make 
fun of people named Aidan, you 
are the Aidan they are talking 
about.                         - GB
One time, Aidan spent over an 
hour trying to nd the perfect 
picture of a beaver for the Back 
Page, withholding his prenal 
from the copy editors. is isn’t a 
roast, this just happened. (Please. 
We have families to feed. We just 
want to go home). 
- Aidan’s hostages (Molly 
Hulligan, Maggie Schroeder, Tess 
Brewer)
I commented on how Aidan 
looked like he was a sweet kid 
who would be a contestant on 
Fetch with Ru Ruman in a 
picture. He told me it was taken 
three years ago.                       - HG
He’s the only guy I know who 
wears jeans that were ripped 
organically.                    - CG
I spent my valuable time 
showing this man how to put 
together Instagram stories of 
horoscopes aer I let him o the 
hook for newsletter articles, and 
he has proceeded to never make 
an Instagram story. 
#Disappointing.                    - HG
It’s the being reminded 
about an event that was 
important to his boss for 
two months and not set-
ting an alarm the night 
before for me     .   
 - Heather Gast
Cut the deepest Least Called For
Has the copy edit-
ing team tried using 
Google spell check? 
It would probably do 
better than they have 
the past semester.      
- Miles Morgan
Strongest Flame
I picture you as 
someone who used to 
be an avid fan of My 
Little Pony (a Brony, 
if you will) and you 
probably shipped 
Rainbow Dash with 
your own MLP pony 
original character.      
- Grin Brammer
If you were to tell me you owned 
a legitimate katana... I would not 
be surprised                             - GB
Aidan is less reliable than 
Donald Trump’s tweets. at’s it. 
at’s the roast. 
#workshopgate2020              - KF
Roastionary
Khak (Cak): Style pioneered by Mr. 
Callahan, like the sexual result of a 
hobo and a muppet (sometimes Brawny 




for short): Not contagious at all, very 
particular to Mr. Callahan. However, 
groans do abound. 
 
Edirdir (Eh-der-der):  Instead of break-
ing into the Pentagon with his editing 
skillz, Mr. Callahan prefers to edit the 
Back Page     .
BY TESS BREWER
Your bottomless barrel of 
bodacious burns™
Taurus: Well, would you look at 
the time! It’s time for you to have 
a mental breakdown and cut your 
bangs!
Cancer: Wander around campus for 
a while until you run into Father B. 
This may be your last chance to get 
called a saint and potentially expose 
him to COVID-19. .
Gemini: There’s nothing more 
intimate than when your dentist 
wipes drool residue off  your cheek. 
Cherish those little moments. 
Leo: Your break will only be 
enjoyable if  you play Dungeons & 
Dragons at least once. This isn’t a 
prediction, it’s a threat. 
Virgo: You’re adopted. Or, wait, 
you’re adorable? Sh*t, I can’t read 
Mercury’s handwriting. You’re 
either adopted or adorable, figure it 
out for yourself. 
Scorpio: Start preparing for Secret 
Santa early this year. Last Christ-
mas you really dropped the ball 




Capricorn: This new 10 p.m. 
curfew is gonna suck; unless, of  
course, you’re an XUPD officer, in 
which case, congratulations! You 
actually have something to do now. 
Sagittarius: Go caroling this 
holiday season. All your neighbors 
will hate it but you’ll have a gay ole’ 
time. 
Libra: You’re lucky to be leaving 
campus so soon; these squirrels 
have gotten bold, and there’s been 
talk of  revolt. 
Pisces: Have a Xavier-themed 
Christmas this year! Eat Three 
Musketeer Bars, Father Graham 
Crackers and of  course Fenwick’s 
favorite, Racist Peanut Butter Cups.
